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the British Cabinet Mission* After the talks Dr. Mukherjee
told pressmen that he had a very vigorous discussion from
the Hindu point of view regarding the formation of India's
new constitution. He said that he urged on the Mission the
need for an immediate solution of the Indian problem.
Hindus, he said, did nor require any special favour but all
they wanted was to be democratically ruled without being
partitioned off.
A memorandum was submitted by the Hindu Mahasabha
to the Mission stressing India's integrity and indivisibility and
opposing the scheme of territorial self'determination. (See
Appendix C-I.)
The All-India Hindu Mahasabha's memorandum to the
Cabinet Mission proposes a federal Indian Union at the
centre as India's future constitution with provinces and
Indian States as federating units. Provinces or States should
not have the option either to accede or to secede. The
constitution should provide for the grant of utmost autono*
my to federating units with residual powers vested at the
centre.
On April 16 Sir Cowasji Jehangir had a thirty-five-rninute-
talk with the British Cabinet Mission. After the talks he told
the  pressmen that both the major political parties in India
should come to a compromise, if not the sheer force of public
opinion would force them to do so.
Sir Cowasji put the point of view of the Parsee community
before the Mission. He submitted a memorandum stating the
past achievements of the Parsee community in India, and also
asking for its recognition in the future constitution by provid*
ing suitable safeguards for the community's representation.
Also met the Cabinet Mission the same day Maulana,
Hussain Ahmed Madni, President, Nationalist Muslims Parlia-
mentary Board, along with some other Nationalist Muslims,
At about 11 a.m. the British Cabinet Mission entered
"the crucial stage of negotiations" with impottant talks with
Mr. Jinnah.
The British Ministers did not give any indication of their
own mind, but asked Mr. Jinnah broadly tnree main ques-
tions : Firstly, what is the minimum that would satisfy him
for an interim Government ; secondly, what is the compro-
mise he would like to make with the Congress and on what